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Karla FC Holloway (@ProfHolloway on Twitter) is James B. Duke Professor Emerita of 
English, Law, and African-American Studies at Duke University where she co-founded the John 
Hope Franklin Center and Institute and served as the Dean of Duke’s Humanities and Social 
Sciences faculty. During her academic career she published eight scholarly books on literature, 
Black cultural studies, bioethics, and law including Passed On: African American Mourning 
Stories (2002) and BookMarks: Reading in Black and White (2008) which she completed during 
a Bellagio Residency in Italy. Since becoming emerita, she’s turned towards fiction. Her first two 
historical novels: A Death in Harlem (2019) and Gone Missing in Harlem (2021) will soon be 
joined by the final novel of the trilogy- A Library in Harlem. Her fourth novel, The Thursday 
Lady, is the focus of her 2023 Persimmon Creek Writers and Artists residency. 
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